
50 

Islam and Muslim Societies: A Social Science Journal, Vol. 16, No. 1, 2024 

www.muslimsocieties.org 

 

 

 

  

Communities on the Margin : Disadvantaged Sections in Indian Society by 

Nadeem Hasnain, Routledge,2024 

This book probes into the marginalized communities of the Indian society through historical 

and contemporary societal perspectives. It discusses socio-cultural aspects of the experiences 

of Scheduled Castes, Dalits, Scheduled Tribes/tribal communities, Other Backward Classes, 

linguistic minorities, religious minorities and the queer/LGBT as sexual minorities. 

Adopting an inter-disciplinary approach, it looks at all these segments of Indian society 

through historical and societal perspectives. Divided into three broad sections – Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and minorities, this book provides historical perspective backed by 

the contemporary situation and emerging social changes among these communities. Written 

in a lucid manner, the book aims to reach and impact readers without having any prior 

academic exposure to this subject area. 

This book would be useful to the students, researchers and teachers of sociology, social work, 

history, economics, political science, and other interdisciplinary courses in social sciences. 

The book will also be valuable reading for those interested in South Asian studies, especially 

contemporary Indian society. 

****************** 

Gender, Sexuality and Islam in Contemporary Indonesia by Diego Garcia 

Rodriguez , Routledge,2023 

Gender, Sexuality and Islam in Contemporary Indonesia explores gender, sexuality and 

religion in contemporary Indonesia. It is the first book-length analysis of the experiences of 

queer Muslims in Indonesia, the largest Muslim country and the world’s fourth most 

populous nation, as well as the first monograph exploring the voices of their allies vis-à-vis 

the role of Indonesian progressive Islam and Islam Nusantara. 

An ethnographic study based on semi-structured in-depth interviews, participant observation 

and media analysis, the book analyses how queer Indonesian Muslims come to, and navigate, 

their gender, sexual and religious subjectivities and subject positions, beliefs and practices. 

This is done by paying attention to their interactions with family, education, media, and 

peers. It also investigates the emergence of queer religious geographies through the case of an 

annual camp leading to alternative discussions on gender, sexuality, and religion impacting 

processes of subjectivity formation among participants. The author draws on recent 

scholarship that attends to ‘agency’ not merely as a synonym for resistance but also as a 
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modality of action to examine the rise of queer religious agentic systems through the 

everyday practices of queer Muslims. Finally, the book explores the background of the allies 

of queer Muslims who have come to develop queer-inclusive strategies from within Islam by 

considering the processes that shaped their advocacy and the role of Islam Nusantara. 

The book reflects on the critical role of Islam for gender and sexual minorities in Indonesia. 

Presenting the voices, practices and activism of present-day Indonesians to explore the 

position of Islam as a source of emotional strength, guidance, and social support, this book 

will be of interest to researchers in the fields of Gender and Sexuality Studies, Religious 

Studies, Asian Studies and Southeast Asian Studies, Islamic Studies and Queer 

Anthropology. 

****************** 

The Making of the Modern Muslim State: Islam and Governance in Middle 

East and Northern Africa by Malika Zeghal,Princeton University Press, 2024 

The Making of the Modern Muslim State  reframes the role of Islam in modern Middle 

East governance. Challenging other accounts that claim that Middle Eastern states turned 

secular in modern times, Zeghal shows instead the continuity of the state’s custodianship of 

Islam as the preferred religion. Drawing on intellectual, political, and economic history, she 

traces this custodianship from early forms of constitutional governance in the nineteenth 

century through post–Arab Spring experiments in democracy. Zeghal argues that the intense 

debates around the implementation and meaning of state support for Islam led to a political 

cleavage between conservatives and their opponents that long predated the polarization of the 

twentieth century that accompanied the emergence of mass politics and Islamist movements. 

Examining constitutional projects, public spending, school enrollments, and curricula, Zeghal 

shows that although modern Muslim-majority polities have imported Western techniques of 

governance, the state has continued to protect and support the religion, community, and 

institutions of Islam. She finds that even as Middle Eastern states have expanded their 

nonreligious undertakings, they have dramatically increased their per capita supply of public 

religious provisions, especially Islamic education—further feeding the political schism 

between Islamists and their adversaries. Zeghal illuminates the tensions inherent in the 

partnerships between states and the body of Muslim scholars known as the ulama, whose 

normative power has endured through a variety of political regimes. Her detailed and 

groundbreaking analysis, which spans Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, Turkey, Syria, and Lebanon, 

makes clear the deep historical roots of current political divisions over Islam in governance. 

****************** 
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New Methods in the Study of Islam Edited by Abbas Aghdassi, Aaron W. 

Hughes, Edinburgh University Press, 2024 

Offers an innovative study of traditional and new methodologies used to study Islam 

• Brings together a set of international voices from a variety of disciplines and fields, 

including religious studies, theology, philosophy, law and history 

• Offers an overview of what methodologies are and how they have been used in the 

study of Islam 

• Challenges existing paradigms by providing alternative systems for the study of Islam 

• Provides a set of case studies based on primary sources in Islamic studies 

• Revisits understandings and misunderstandings in long-established academic 

traditions in the study of Islam 

• Pushes the study of Islam to the forefront of methodological considerations 

Methods play a key role in how we access and subsequently organise data. There is a 

tendency, however, for scholars to focus primarily on their data at the expense of the 

methodological acts that bring such data into existence in the first place. The academic study 

of Islam is certainly no different in this regard. Indeed, many continue to employ established 

or classic methods that often echo (neo-)orientalist and other political inclinations. This 

collection, in contrast, offers an alternative, providing a set of multi-disciplinary approaches 

that focus on how we create, study and disseminate “Islamic data.” 

****************** 

What is Islamic Studies :European and North American Approaches to a 

Contested Field Edited by Leif Stenberg, Philip Wood,                                        

Edinburgh University Press, 2024 

Explores the vibrant, divided and evolving field of Islamic studies in Europe and North 

America 

• Covers topics ranging from gender and secularism to pop music and modern science 

• Discusses contemporary and historical approaches in Islamic Studies 

• Features contributions from leading scholars studying Islam and Muslims, including 

Shahzad Bashir, Hadi Enayat, Juliane Hammer, Aaron Hughes, Carool Kersten, 

Susanne Olsson and Jonas Otterbeck 

• Addresses the role of both Muslims and non-Muslims in the ongoing construction of 

Islam 
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The study of Islam and Muslims in Europe and North America has expanded greatly in recent 

decades, becoming a passionately debated and divided field. This collection critically 

assesses the development of the field of Islamic Studies and its place in society. Featuring 

contributions from anthropologists, historians and scholars of religion, each chapter contains 

new empirical material and discusses approaches to the study of Islam, past and present. 

****************** 

A History of the Muslim World: From Its Origins to the Dawn of 

Modernity 

by Michael A. Cook ,Princeton University Press, 2024 

A panoramic history of the Muslim world from the age of the Prophet Muḥammad to the 

birth of the modern era. 

This book describes and explains the major events, personalities, conflicts, and convergences 

that have shaped the history of the Muslim world. The body of the book takes readers from 

the origins of Islam to the eve of the nineteenth century, and an epilogue continues the story 

to the present day. Michael Cook thus provides a broad history of a civilization remarkable 

for both its unity and diversity. 

After setting the scene in the Middle East of late antiquity, the book depicts the rise of Islam 

as one of the great black swan events of history. It continues with the spectacular rise of the 

Caliphate, an empire that by the time it broke up had nurtured the formation of a new 

civilization. It then goes on to cover the diverse histories of all the major regions of the 

Muslim world, providing a wide-ranging account of the key military, political, and cultural 

developments that accompanied the eastward and westward spread of Islam from the Middle 

East to the shores of the Atlantic and the Pacific. 

At the same time, A History of the Muslim World contains numerous primary-source 

quotations that expose the reader to a variety of acutely insightful voices from the Muslim 

past. 

****************** 
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